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SITE # 30 - Bridge at 280

This site uses the existing framework of the bridge to support a ceiling of LED lights. These lights are 
seen as a shimmering ceiling that will welcome both those arriving in Newark, as well as show to 
those passing through the exciting and dynamic possibilities that Newark has to offer.

Our proposal for the Newark Gateway Proj-
ect integrates both a respect for the history 
of Newark and a celebration of the future of 
our city. We plan on achieving this by creat-
ing site-specific public art installations at the 
designated entranceways to the city. 

The key element to our plan and program is 
the use of programmable, high-tech, color-
changing cylinders, which we will propose 
as a medium for communicating the thresh-
old moments of our city. Each display has the 
ability to be controlled via a website by mem-
bers of our community, either locally or from 
around the globe. 

These lights will be supported by a structure 
that is either existing, or will be constructed 
as an homage to the history of the city. Bricks, 
steel, & glass are used to remind us of our in-
dustrial heritage, wile also serving as a struc-
tural framework to support the light system, 
the beacon of our future. 

Newark is on the path to becoming a symbol 
of a reborn America, and as such we need a 
symbol that can give us access to a new un-
derstanding of Urban America. By allowing 
for the gateways to be interactive we can 
symbolize how each member of our commu-
nity has a voice and access to expressing this 
voice. 

Color Kinetics installation 
@ Tommy Hilfiger Showroom.
http://www.colorkinetics.com/showcase/installs/hilfiger/
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Materiality
The cylinders are 4” in diameter and vary in 
length, made of cast frosted glass with em-
bedded Red-Green-Blue Light-Emitting Diode 
(RGB LED) light strips. This will allow for an 
image to appear over a series of volumes, 
forming an abstract screen. The abstraction 
will allow for interpretation and openness, the 
changeable color cylinders being interactive 
and programmable.

The suspended light screens represent the 
change, bright light and energy of the future 
of Newark.

These LED fields will be supported on tension 
cables that are tied to either existing struc-
tures or to steel & glass columns that are de-
signed to celebrate the industrial history of 
Newark. Railroad ties, I beams, glass, and red 
brick reflect the materials that were readily 
available at the turn of the century; the last 
time Newark celebrated a renaissance.

Where possible we will also be introducing 
a green wall system that allows for a vertical 
surface of planted material. The goal here is 
to introduce into the gateway a softening af-
fect for the moment of arrival into Newark, by 
joining in the rest of the greening of the city 
we use to gate to celebrate the lower impact 
opportunities the new green economy will 
bring.

SITE #52 - Broad St Station Plaze

Here we felt that an iconic space would benefit both those travelling into Newark and the future tran-
sit community that is slated to grow around this space. By placing the LIght Sculpture in a community 
garden space we reclaim the asphalt landscape as a desireable space within our city.  
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Dexia Tower
Laboratory for Architecture & Urbanism 
http://www.dexia-towers.com/
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Technology and Interactivity

The LED “screen” will be a field of lights that 
allow for a very low resolution abstract image 
to be seen from our gateways, these images 
will be moving images that respond to music 
files that are uploaded to our website. As well, 
the interactive user will be able to use a set of 
color slider bars that allow them to affect the 
colors seen in the “screen” 

We intend that this control can happen over 
the internet, but as we recognize that not all 
people have access to a computer we will 
also provide stations a various places around 
the city for whomever is interested to walk up 
to the terminal and to change the appearance 
of the Gateway. These terminals can be in li-
braries, in public squares, in city hall, etc…

Each gateway would be selectable from a 
map on the website, so that each o the 52 lo-
cations can have their own image presented, 
these images can be changed every 6 hours, 
so that participants have the opportunity to 
go to the gateway and see the affects of their 
interaction.

SITE # 16 - Aiport

Rather than attempting to unscramble to mess of highways at the airport we moved this gateway to 
the Rt 21 bridge at the moment one first arrives in Newark. We are using the screen of light columns 
to creat a dynamic expeience of arrival. One is first led to the city by an ever changing pattern of light 
and color. Than... Bang... the light columns jump to the other side of Rt 21 and we have opened the 
great view of The urban core that we all know and love. 

FLUX, binary waves
Laboratory for Architecture & Urbanism 
http://www.lab-au.com/projects
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Community Participation

The goal of this interaction is to allow the 
community to participate in the public pre-
sentation of Newark. This is a dynamic and 
diverse city, with residents from all ethnic and 
socio-economic backgrounds. By allowing 
community selected music and color to define 
the gateways, we give each participant the 
opportunity to show one of the many aspects 
of Newark’s diverse population. 

We envision school kids, seniors and the pub-
lic interacting and creating colorful visual ex-
periences to welcome you to Newark. Each 
neighborhood can either choose to control 
their own gateway, or they can show another 
neighborhood their selections by controlling a 
gateway display in another neighborhood.

This allows for an ongoing dialogue between 
neighborhoods, and with the rest of the world. 
The website will not give the identity of the 
user, but will allow viewers to know where the 
current image & music set came from. 

SITE # 47 - Bloomfield Ave

This site needed a clear delineation of arrival. Like the Springfield Ave site, there is a total lack of 
clarity defining the moment one arrives in Newark. By creating a gateway that bridges the roadway 
we are able to create a threshold one must pass thorugh, emphasizing the arrival in Newark. 

Density, Charlee Swanson

Ice Blade
Buster Simpson
http://www.bustersimpson.net/iceblade/
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Low Energy / Environmental Sustainability

Our selection of LED technologies to control 
our gateway comes from our desire for these 
light displays to be respectful of the energy 
use. The system will be run off of solar panels 
as the power consumption is low enough for 
each gateway to be run off a fairly small ar-
ray.

As well where possible we will be integrat-
ing the light “screen” with growing walls 
and landscaped grounds. This will make the 
gateway moment reflect to growing interest is 
responsible construction and allow the gate-
ways themselves to give back to the com-
munity by participating in lowering the urban 
heat island effect and by softening the urban 
landscape with living surfaces. This will also 
become an opportunity for job training in 
green job skills. 

Our team consists of Charlee Swanson  sculp-
tor, Kati Vilim, painter, and architects Alyssa 
Strumolo & Frederick Cooke of C+C Architec-
ture. We felt that by bringing this dynamic to-
gether each of our strengths can contribute to 
an overall whole. Conceptually we agree that 
the gateways to the city should be artistic, vi-
sually stimulating and interactive

SITE # 05 - Rt 280, Exit 14

The goal of the installation at this site was to transform a dreary enterance into a dynamic interac-
tion of green walls, lights, and an iconic sculpture. Each of these components celebrates aspects of 
the vitality in Newarks future; the advancement of the technological infrastructure, the greening of 
America, and Newark as a home for the art community in the Greater New York Reigion.

Green Wall
G-Sky Systems
http://www.g-sky.com/GreenWallPhotoGallery.aspx
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